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pledge, and for all others, as some slight token of the intensity of
their wounded feelings.
"2. All work, except such as may be necessary in the public
interest, should be suspended for the day. Markets and other busi-
ness places should be closed. Employees who are required to work
even on Sunday may only suspend work after obtaining previous
leave from their employers.
"I do not hesitate to recommend these two suggestions for adoption
by public servants. For though it is unquestionably the right thing
for them not to take part in political discussion and gatherings, in
my opinion, they have an undoubted right to express, upon the vital
matters, their feelings in the very limited manner herein suggested.
"3. Public meetings should be held on that day in all parts of
India, not excluding villages, at which resolutions praying for the
withdrawal of the two measures should be passed.
" If my advice is deemed worthy of acceptance, the responsibility
will lie, in the first instance, on the various satyagraha associations
for undertaking the necessary work of organization, but all other
associations will, I hope, join hands in making this demonstration a
complete success."
The date of the hartal was originally fixed for March 30, but was
subsequently changed to April 6.
To prepare the ground for the hartal in South India, Gandhi
addressed meetings in Tanjore on March 24, in Trichinopoly on the
- 30th. He was hardly able to read his speeches, his heart was weak^
but his moral indignation against the Black Bill impelled him to
spread the message of revolt: "I have no doubt that what was
possible for VaUiamma, Nagappan, Narayanswaray and Ahmed
Mahomed is possible for every one of you today. I ask you in the
name of these satyagrahis to follow in their footsteps, sign the
satyagraha pledge and repeal the legislation.''
A week before April 6, Delhi, mistaking the date, had observed
hartal on the previous Sunday, March 30. Swami Shraddhanand,
the great leader of the Arya Samaj, addressed a huge audience in
the famous Jumma Masjid of Delhi, The police and the military
tried to disperse a mammoth procession and shot at it, Vising some
people. Swami Shraddhanand, tall and stately in his sanyasin's garb,
faced with bared chest the bayonets of the Gurkhas in the Ghandni
Ghowk. India was thrilled by the incident.